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DAILY OBSERVATIONS OF OUR BIRDS 23 

Daily Observations of Our Birds. — I. 



BY BROTHER ALPHONSUS, C. S. C. 



SEPT. 4, 1912. 

5:30 a. m. — Many Swifts and two Martins flying about a 
church steeple. The Martins looked large compared with the 
Swifts. 

7:30 to 8:30 a. m. — Jays were numerous and noisy. A few 
notes of a Song Sparrow. Saw a Grackle and a Dove. Warbling 
Vireos plentiful and in full song. Saw a Baltimore Oriole — 
no note. Many Indigo Birds — counted seven sitting on a fallen 
branch — all brown. Note of Downy Woodpecker. A few notes of 
the Goldfinch. Flicker's call-note. A few notes of the Pewee. 
A note somewhat similar to the White-breasted Nuthatch's, but 
sufficiently different to make me look carefully for the bird. 
In a minute out flew a Red-breasted Nuthatch — the first arrival 
of this species from the north. Two Catbirds in bushes; heard 
call-note. , 

4:45 to 5:15 p. m. — A few Robins, and many Grackles in 
tops' of trees. A Red-headed Woodpecker resting on top of a cross 
on a tower; the bird flew out after a passing insect. Note of young 
Goldfinches. 

September 5, 191 2. 

5:30 a. m. — Many Swifts and a few Robins seen. 
7:30 to 8:30 a. m.— Jays plentiful; heard several different 
call-notes and their bell-like note. Saw. some Robins and one Song 
Sparrow. A Grackle flew overhead. Two Kingfishers flew out over 
the lake. Warbling Verios not so much in evidence as yesterday, 
but still in song. Indigoes numerous. Goldfinches here and there. 
Note of Flicker. Saw first Yellow-legs this month. 

4:15 to 5:15 p. m. — Hawk-note of Jay! Call-note of Robin. 
Note of Grackle. Note of Screech Owl at 5:10. Saw a few Swifts. 
Song of Warbling Vireo. Indigo call-note. Tree toad note of 
Red-headed Woodpecker. Notes of Downy Woodpecker, White- 
breasted Nuthatch, Goldfinch. Saw and heard a Flicker. 
7 p. m. — Note of Killdeer. 

September 6, 1912. 
5:30 a. m. — Call-note of Robin. Saw several Grackles. 
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7 130 to 8 :3c) a. m. — Jay-note. Saw one Song Sparrow. Grackles 
seen and heard. One Dove seen. Warbling Vireo still in full song. 
Indigo call-note. Catbird's call. Note of White-breasted Nuthatch. 
Call-note of Goldfinch. 

5:15 to 5:45 p.m. — Notes of Jay, Robin, White-breasted Nut- 
hatch. Two telephone wires lined with Cowbirds for about 100 
feet. The birds were perched close together, the males and females 
black and brown respectively. Many others in company with many 
Grackles were bathing just beneath at the edge of a lake. I have 
observed this bathing of Cowbirds before at this time of the year. 
This was the first time I had seen any of this species since August 
15. Saw one Song Sparrow — no notes since the 4th inst. A few 
Swifts in sight. Two Flickers in the path ahead of me. 

6:45 p. m. — Note of Killdeer. 

September 7, 19 12. 

5:30 a. m. — Call-notes of Jay and Robin. 

7:30 to 8:30 a. m. — Caw of Crow — first since Aug. 31. A 
variety of unmusical notes from a Jay. Call-note of Robin. Grackles 
seen and heard. Warbling Vireo 's note. Saw one of this species 
eating a worm in a sycamore tree. Indigo call-note. Unmusical 
notes of Catbird. Call-notes of Goldfinch, Flicker. 
4 to 5 p. m. — Call-notes of Jay, Robin, Grackle, Indigo Bird, Cat- 
bird, Goldfinch. 

7 p. m. — Note of Killdeer. 

September 8, 19 12. 

5:30 a. m. — Saw Swifts and heard Robins. 

7:30 to 8:30 a. m. — Call-notes of Jay and Robin. Saw one 
Song Sparrow — no note. Note of Grackles. Startled a Dove. 
Few feeble notes of Warbling Vireo. Call-notes of Indigo Bird 
and Catbird. A shrill note and tree toad note of Red-headed 
Woodpecker. Saw one Pewee — no note. 

4:15 to 5:15 p. m. — Call-notes of Jay, Song Sparrow, Grackle, 
Flicker. Saw a Dove. Caw of a Crow. 

7 p. m. — Note of Killdeer. Call-note of Robin. 

September 9, 1912. 

5:30 a. m. — Call-notes of Jay and Robin. 

10 to 10:45 a. m. — Call-notes of Jay, Robin, Grackle. A few 
notes of Warbling Vireo. Loud note of White-breasted Nuthatch. 
A Pewee — song has ceased. 
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4:45 to 5:15 p. m. — Call-notes of Jay and Robin. A few 
Grackles seen and heard. Saw several Swifts. Note of young 
Goldfinch. 

September io, 19 12. 

8 a. m. — Call-notes of Jay, Robin, Grackle. Feeble notes of 
Warbling Vireo. A few Swifts above a building. 

5 to 5:30 p. m. — Grackles and Cowbirds very numerous, 
perched on dead branches at the top of a tall poplar. Jays and 
Robins calling here and there. Flicker's note frequently heard. 

September ii, 191 2. 

5 :30 a. m. — Saw a flock of Grackles wheeling above the trees. 

10 a. m. — Bell-like note of Jay. Call-note of Robin. 

4 to 5 p. m. — Caw of Crow. Jay-note. Grackles seen. A few 
Swifts high over buildings. A Brown Thrasher flew into an apple 
tree — first seen since Aug. 26. A Herring Gull wheeling and calling 
over a lake. 

7 p. m. — Note of Yellowlegs, repeated loudly. 

September 12, 19 12. 
5:30 a. m. — Heard Swifts outside a window. 

9 to 9:30 a. m. — Jay-note repeated loudly by two birds. 
Call-note of Song Sparrow. Feeble note of Warbling Vireo. Two 
distinct call-notes of a Brown Thrasher. Caw of Crow. Call-note 
of several Bluebirds — first since Aug. 11. A Kingfisher flew low 
over a lake and uttered its note while rising to alight in a tree. 

6 p. m. — Swifts seen. 

September 13, 1912. 

8:45 to 9:30 a. m. — Caw of Crow. Jay-note. Call-note of 
Robin. Catbird call -note. Saw two Pewees. First Pine Warblers 
arrived from the north. Heard their call-note. 

3:15 to 4 p. m. — Call-notes of Jay, Robin, Song Sparrow. 
Grackles in flocks. 

September 14, 19 12. 

8 145 to 9 130 a. m. — Caw of Crow. Loud calls of a Jay. A large 
flock of Grackles came into a grove and began to chatter. Saw a 
Catbird — silent. A Downy Woodpecker climbed around a slender 
branch as cleverly as a Chicadee. Loud note of White-breasted 
Nuthatch. Call-note of Goldfinch. Note of Flicker; one flew 
out of a tree. Deep note of Cuckoo. Pine Warblers plentiful and 
active in tree tops; heard their call-note. 
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4:30 to 5 p. m. — Call-notes of Robin, Jay and Kingfisher. 
September 15, 19 12. 

11 to 1 1 130 a. m. — Call-notes of Jay and Grackle. Unidentified 
Warblers seen. 

4 to 5 p. m. — A few Grackles and Cowbirds on the dead branches 
of a poplar. Flock of Crows noisy in a nearby grove. A small 
number of Swifts seen. Heard a White-breasted Nuthatch, 
September 16, 19 12. 

8:30 to 9:30 a. m. — Jay-note always in ear-shot. Notes of 
Grackle and young Goldfinch. White-breasted Nuthatch heard 
here and there. A number of Pewees seen, and call-note heard 
once. Black-throated Green Warbler arrived; call-note of same. 

2:15 to 3:15 p. m. — A flock of Grackles flew overhead. Note 
of White-breasted Nutharch. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo, which 
remained still for a minute and then changed its position to a 
nearby branch Here the bird saw a worm, which it caught and 
began to eat. Before finishing, the Cuckoo flew to another tree 
and was lost to sight. 

September 17, 19 12. 

8:30 to 9:30 a. m. — Saw a Song Sparrow; heard its call- 
note. A Dove flew overhead. A House Wren seen and its call- 
note heard. Catbird call-note. Note of Downy Woodpecker. 
Saw a Wood Pewee. 

September 18, 19 12. 

7:30 to 8:15 a. m. — Cawing of Crows. Note of Grackle. Saw 
a single Swift. Call-note of Bluebird. 

3:30 to 4:15 p. m. — Jay-note. A Cowbird seen. 

September 19, 19 12. 
9 to 10 a. m. — Saw two Jays — rather quiet. Several Swifts 
seen. One Redstart flitting in a tree; first seen since spring. 

4 to 5 p. m. — Note of Meadowlark — first heard since July 17; 
first seen since Aug. 1. A flock of Robins flew overhead. 

September 20, 19 12. 

5:15 a. m. — Saw three Robins and heard call-note of others. 

4:30 to 5 p. m. — Jay-note. A Robin calling loudly. Cow- 
birds very numerous on the dead branches of a tall poplar. Their 
note thin and uttered in chorus. The tree top was crowded for 
ten minutes, when many departecd. While the branches were 
thickly covered, some of the birds moved frequently. Among 
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the Cowbirds were a few Grackles. A few Swifts above the poplar. 

September 21, 19 12. 

9 to 9:45 a. m. — Saw a Jay and heard its call frequently. 
Call-note of Song Sparrow and Killdeer. A Kingfisher heard ahead 
of me and seen flying when I had advanced a short distance. 
Indigo call-note. Young Goldfinch heard. Black-throated Green 
Warbler high up in an oak. 

4 :30 to 5 p. m. : — Jays calling. Saw a White-breasted Nuthatch. 

September 22, 19 12. 

11 to 12 a. m. — A Jay seen. Several Cowbirds were heard, 
hidden in a maple tree. In order to see them I had to go under 
the tree. Two notes were heard — a bubbling note and part of a 
whistling note. Call-note of" Goldfinch. 

4 :30 to 5 :3o p. m. — Jays calling. Call-note of Robin. Song of 
two Meadowlarks. Grackles numerous and noisy in an elm grove. 
Note of Killdeer. Several large flocks of Cowbirds passed, one 
close behind another. The birds alighted in a grove ahead of me 
and when I arrived in the grove, which was near a lake, I found 
many .of them drinking. They came one by one to the edge of 
the lake, but left in small flocks, the black and brown of the males 
and females plainly visible. In drinking some of the birds rested 
on matted weeds at the surface of the water. A large number of 
Swifts were flying, some high and others low, over the lake. Those 
flying low would strike the water now and then, making a splash. 
This was the first time I ever remember to have seen Swifts bathing. 
Why was this my first observation? Perhaps because Swifts 
only bathe toward evening, and I may never have been near a 
lake just at the opportune time to witness the performance. 

September 23, 19 12. 
Crows in a grove very noisey. Jays calling. Call-note of 
Robin and Song Sparrow. A Kingfisher dropped into the water and 
returned to a tree nearby, but shifted its position twice, making 
it impossible to see whether the bird caught a fish or not. Note 
of- young Goldfinches, in the top of an elm; undulating note of 
old bird. Several Black-throated Green Warblers in walnut 
trees; note, very low. Another species of the Warbler family, 
with faint chestnut on sides and two white wing bars; the unde- 
veloped plumage making it difficult to say if it was a Chestnut- 
sided or a Bay-breasted Warbler. 
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4 to 4:30 p. m. — Jays calling. Meadowlarks singing loudly. 
Killdeer note. Call-note of Robins; one seen. 

September 24, 1912. 

6:30 a. m. — Swifts flying high. 

9:15 to 10 a. m. — Jays calling. Call-note of Robin; saw two. 
Song Sparrow in song; saw many in a vegetable garden. Killdeer 
note. Note of White-breasted Nuthatch. Yellow- billed Cuckoo 
sitting in a mulberry tree. 

3:45 to 4:30 — Jays making a variety of noises. A few Swifts 
seen. 

September 25, 1912. 

6:30 a. m. — Swifts seen. 

8 to 8:30 a. m. — Jays seen and heard. Note of Song Sparrow 
repeated. One Grackle in the top of a poplar. Killdeer note in 
several places; saw one bird. Notes of old and young Goldfinches. 
A Phoebe in a birch tree; first seen since July 30 — an absence of 
56 days. 

3:45 to 4:30 p.m. — Jays calling. Notes of Grackle, Killdeer. 
Cowbirds perched on dead branches of a poplar, uttering a thin 
note, and changing their position frequently. Call-note of 
Goldfinch. 

September 26, 1912. 

11 to 1 1 45 a. m. — Jay-note. 

4 to 4:45 p. m. — Passed the poplar where Cowbirds are seen, 
but none were in the tree. When I returned a number were on the 
dead branches, and, as usual, moving and uttering a low thin 
note. Heard Grackles here too. Note of Meadowlark, Downy 
Woodpecker. Call-note of Song Sparrow. White-throated Sparrow 
arrived — 5 days earlier than last autumn. 

September 27, 191 2. 

11 to 11 130 a.m. — Two Jays flying. Call-notes of Song Sparrow 
and Goldfinch. Note of Meadowlark. 

3:45 to 4:30 — Many Jays flying about along a country road 
lined with trees. Killdeer note. Saw Meadowlarks — in song. Cow- 
birds absent at 3:45; present in the poplar at 4:30; Grackles 
heard here also. Saw Goldfinches and heard their call-note. A 
note of the Flicker. White-throated Sparrows plentiful in low 
land covered with bushes; heard their call-note. Caw of Crows. 
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September 28, 191 2. 

9 to 10 a. m. — Crows cawing. Jays calling. Call-note of Song 
Sparrow. Notes of Meadowlark and Grackle. A few Swifts seen. 
Call-note of Goldfinch; note of young birds. A White-breasted 
Nuthatch seen. Note of Downy Woodpecker. Golden-crowned 
Kinglet arrived — 3 days ealrier than last autumn. The Snowbird 
arrived — 12 days later than last fall. 

3:45 to 4:30 p. m. — Saw some Crows. Jays calling. Call-note 
of Song Sparrow. Note of Meadowlark. Call of Robin. 

September 29, 1912. 

n to 1 1 145 a. m. — Jays calling. Saw one Robin Feeble notes 
of a Song Sparrow. Note of Downy Woodpecker; saw the bird 
on a telephone pole. A Goldfinch in autumn plumage. 

3:30 to 5 p. m. — Caw of Crow. Call of Bluebird. Song of 
Meadowlark. A flock of Vesper Sparrows — first seen since Aug. 16. 
Two flocks of Cowbirds passed at 4:30. A Phoebe perched on the 
back of a bench. Call-note of White-throated Sparrow. A Snowbird 
in a spruce tree. 

September 30, 19 12. 

9 to 9 45 a. m. — Few notes of Song Sparrow. A Phoebe in a 
young walnut tree. In same kind of trees nearby saw the first 
two Myrtle Warblers, which were driven away by the Phoebe. A 
little farther on I met many of these warblers. Last autumn the 
Myrtle Warbler arrived Oct. 11. 

3:30 to 4:30. — A flock of Goldfinches in an osage hedge. A 
Red- winged Blackbird flew overhead — first seen since Aug. 12. 
Call of Song Sparrow — saw the bird in some brush. 



A Correction. 

There seems to be a rather general tendency on the part of 
very recent phytographers to decapitalize proper names of persons 
used as specific terminations of plant names. Presumably this 
error arose from a misinterpretation of §4, Art. 26, Rec. X. of 
the Vienna Code. The rule says that "specific names begin with 
a small letter except those that are taken from names of persons 
(substantives or adjectives). 

Formerly it was the custom though an unwarranted one, 



